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MOORA RESIDENTIAL COLLEGE — CLOSURE 
393. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Premier: 
I refer to the government’s decision to close Moora Residential College. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: The question will be heard in silence. Start again, member for Moore. 
Mr R.S. LOVE: Thank you, Mr Speaker. 
I refer to the government’s decision to close Moora Residential College. 
Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Armadale, I call you to order for the first time. Start again. 
Mr R.S. LOVE: I refer to the government’s decision to close Moora Residential College. What options has the 
government considered for the future of Central Midlands Senior High School following the closure of the 
residential college and the subsequent ongoing loss in enrolments? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I have written to people in Moora about this issue. I have indicated that the residential component of the school 
will close, and that will ensure that for 25 students now, as I understand it, there is not a requirement for $9 million 
of spending on the hostel. That will mean that students from regional Western Australia or from the wheatbelt, or 
from whatever they may wish to go, have a range of other alternatives for hostel accommodation. We have 
indicated there are no plans to change the course content at the local high school, Central Midlands Senior High 
School. I have been very clear about that. 
But I do note another day has passed and the Nationals and Liberals still have done nothing about the $100 million 
per annum cut to remote Indigenous communities. Scores of communities out there have relied upon 
commonwealth funding for the last 50 years to ensure that there is housing and maintenance, and the Liberals and 
Nationals in Western Australia sit mute while this is going on. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Order! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The kids of those hundreds of remote Aboriginal communities and the people of those 
communities have relied upon federal funding for housing and for maintenance for more than 50 years. 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Since John Gorton was Prime Minister, the commonwealth has assumed the responsibility 
of providing that housing and maintenance for that housing, and, with one fell swoop, it is cutting that away from 
those people. I say to the Liberals and Nationals, “Shame on you!” You come in here, day in, day out, repeating 
the same question. Day in, day out, you are a broken record. You never come in here and raise the case of people 
in remote communities and the fact that over the course of four years, $400 million has been lost from housing for 
those people. That is a disgrace that the Liberals and Nationals should take responsibility for. The federal 
government is a disgrace on this issue. You are a disgrace for not taking it up. 
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